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Estonian health information system —

Main responsible institutions
Health Statistics Department

National Institute for Health 

Development (NIHD)

Statistics on in-patients, outpatients, health personnel, hospital 

capacity, health facilities, monetary and health expenditure 

statistics

Registers

National Institute for Health 

Development (NIHD)

Birth  -, Causes of Deaths -, Cancer -, Tuberculosis Registers, 

Pregnancy Termination Database, Drug Treatment Database 

Other departments

National Institute for Health 

Development (NIHD)

HBSC, Survey on Health behaviour of adult population (Finnbalt 

survey), Estonian HIS, Cohort surveys etc Surveillance and Evaluation, 

impact analysis

Estonian Health Insurance Fund

(EHIF)

Statistics on expenditures of health care services, sickness insurance 

benefits and allowances, compensations for medicine 

Health Protection Inspectorate Statistics on infectious diseases and vaccinations, infectious diseases

register

Social Insurance Board Statistics on disabled persons

State Agency of Medicines Statistics on pharmaceutical products and pharmacists

Ministry of Social Affairs Patient Satisfactory Survey, Ad Hoc surveys, impact and other analysis, 

forecasts

Other Register of health professionals, Register of health care services 

providers and licenses, Traffic Board - Traffic accidents; Labour 

Inspectorate - Occupational accidents and diseases; E-health
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Responsibilities of Health Statistics 

Department (HSD)

 Regular data compiling, processing and 

analysis

 Strengthen of data comparability and 

development of methodology, international 

cooperation

 Data dissemination

In NIHD since 2008

HSD staff is about 10 persons
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Regular data compiling in HSD
Data collection is not sample-based but all health care providers comprised
• ca 1,300 health care facilities provide 15 (annual, quarterly or monthly) reports via 

Internet-based data-compiling system (http://213.184.49.169/aveeb/)

Aggregated data

 MORBIDITY: new cases, day-care and hospital discharges by diagnosis

 SERVICES: Outpatient care (visits), dental care, procedures, blood service

 RESOURCES: health care personnel,  hospital beds utilisation, equipment, 
economic activity, salaries of health care personnel

 Statistical register of health care facilities:
 Health Care Board - registered licences 

 EHIF – list of contractors

 Business register

 Tax Board

 Statistical register of Business units of Statistics Estonia

 Other reports presented to the HSD
 NHA (Statistics Estonia, ministries, EHIF, private insurance companies etc)

 Health Protection Inspectorate (communicable diseases by counties); Health 
Care Board – ambulance services by providers; State Agency of Medicines –
expenditure on medicine etc

http://213.184.49.169/aveeb/
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Internet-based data-compiling system
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Health statistics dissemination

Annual statistics is published on the website of 
NIHD and in database according to the Release 
calendar:
 Annual statistics – 1 year after the reference period 

(2009 data is published before 31.12.2010)

 Quarterly statistics – 2 months after the reference 
period

Statistics is published mainly:
 by counties (sub-national level), 

 by type of health care provider, mode of production, 
ownership

 gender, age

 ICD-10
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Health statistics dissemination (1)

Via Internet:
1. NIHD – www.tai.ee

2. State Statistical Office – www.stat.ee

3. NEW! Health statistics and health surveys database: both 
in Estonian and English 
http://pxweb.tai.ee/esf/pxweb2008/dialog/statfile1.asp

Additional information in database:

 Metadata (definitions, methodology, other explanations)

 List of publications

 Contact details of responsible person

 In databases of international organisations 
(Eurostat, WHO, OECD)

http://www.tai.ee/
http://www.stat.ee/
http://pxweb.tai.ee/esf/pxweb2008/dialog/statfile1.asp
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Health statistics dissemination (2)

Paper publications
 Estonian Health Statistics 1992–1999, 2000–2001, 

2000–2002, 2003, 2004, 2005-2008

 Nordic-Baltic Health Statistics 2006, Nomesco

 Health Statistics in Estonia and Europe 2007

 Health in Baltic Countries – annually

 Information days for data providers

Press releases, news on the website

Health statistics seminars for public

Request for information
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Health statistics and surveys database
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Health statistics dissemination

Publications
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Users of statistics

Ministry of Social Affairs
 Assessment of development plan’s indicators, impact of strategies

 Planning: resources planning, budget, health care staff, wages, request 
of services, hospitals volume of mode of production

 Monitoring of hospitals work and stability in the system

Statistics Estonia: data publication in official statistical database

Counties
 Comparison with other regions

 Resource and work planning

 Planning of number of family doctors offices

 Long-term-care planning

Umbrella organisations – negotiations and advocacy, development plans

Pharmaceutical and medical equipment companies – business plans

Universities – R/D 

Media – “interesting stories”

International organisations: OECD, Eurostat, WHO
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Total expenditure of health care in percentage of GDP, 2006

Source: Eurostat, NIHD

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

FR DE BE AT PT NL DK SE ES HU SI FI LU* SK BG CZ CY LV* LT PL EE RO

Riigid/Countries

P
ro

ts
e
n
t/
P

e
rc

e
n
t



13

Health statistics and health surveys database in

Estonian and in English: http://www.tai.ee/tstua

Health Statistics Department information currently 

www.tai.ee Research Centre

Thank you!

http://www.tai.ee/tstua

